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Clifton High School is committed to child protection and safeguarding children and young 
people and expects all staff, visitors and volunteers to share this commitment. 
 
Related policies 
Early Years Foundation Stage 
Enhanced Learning  
Teaching and Learning  
 
1. Introduction 
There are a number of pupils at Clifton High School for whom English is an Additional 
Language (EAL).  The Department for Education defines pupils with EAL as those who have 
been “those who have been exposed to a language other than English during early development 
and continue to be exposed to it at home or in the community, requiring them to learn English 
through the curriculum”.  
 
The School values this linguistic diversity and encourages opportunities for children to use and 
talk about their home language in play and learning. Displays, books and visits by the child’s 



 

 

parents or guardians provide opportunities for other pupils to learn about a child’s home 
language. 
 
The School recognises the following principles regarding EAL pupils: 

 all EAL learners are entitled to the full range of educational services offered by the 
School and to equal opportunities of educational success; 

 bilingualism and multilingualism are educationally enriching; and  
 having a home language other than English is not a learning difficulty.  

 
2. Aims 
The aim of the School is to ensure that all EAL learners are able to:  

 acquire and develop English language skills; 
 participate in and gain access to the School’s curriculum provision; 
 reach their potential and achieve individual brilliance. 

 
3. Identification of EAL pupils and support  
On entry to the School, parents are asked to confirm the use of additional languages within the 
home, to identify those pupils who fall within the DfE definition of EAL.  Some EAL pupils at 
the School have a high level of English proficiency and will need no additional support to access 
the curriculum. However, other pupils, particularly those who are new to the School, may need 
adapted learning support to be able to fully access the curriculum. To allow the EAL Co-
Ordinator and the Head of Enhanced Learning to identify those pupils, the School will use the 
information provided by parents combined with assessment and monitoring outcomes and 
feedback from teachers. This will ensure that teachers are aware of those pupils and ensure 
that additional support is provided.  
 
To ensure we achieve the aims set out in section 2 above, the School implements a 
comprehensive support framework. This structured approach focuses on both linguistic 
development and curriculum access through the following measures:  

 Assessment and monitoring:  regularly assessing and monitoring the acquisition of 
English language skills by EAL pupils, using the EAL steps descriptors taken from the 
DFE proficiency scale. 

 Targeted progress: setting regular, achievable learning targets tailored to each pupil's 
development. 

 Differentiated planning: ensuring classroom activities are specifically designed to 
meet the individual needs of EAL pupils.  

 Staff development:  providing subject teachers and teaching assistants with specialist 
strategies and training to support EAL pupils. 

 Resource management:   developing and maintaining dedicated resources to facilitate 
EAL learning. 



 

 

 Home-School partnership:  strengthening links between the School and families to 
create a cohesive support framework. 

 Specialist instruction : providing access to qualified EAL teachers as required. 
 
Where EAL learners receive individual or small group support from a specialist EAL teacher, 
that support will be charged as an extra.  
 
4. Learning opportunities   
4.1 Hive - Year 6 
Learning opportunities for children in the Hive to Year 6 include: 

 Providing opportunities for the child to engage in speaking and listening activities with 
their peers and teachers. 

 Offering French-speaking pupils the opportunity to follow the French curriculum 
through the French/English Curriculum Programme (FECP). 

 From Year 3, providing additional EAL learning support with our Enhanced Learning 
Department (ELD) if appropriate. 

 Using visual support such as pictures, realia or puppets when deemed appropriate. 
 Providing writing in English and the child’s home language e.g. labels around the 

classroom, labels on pictures and in books, if possible. 
 Having access to dual-language texts in the child’s home language, if possible. 
 Having multicultural artefacts that promote discussion. 
 Promoting discussion of the home culture and language, as well as opportunities for 

parents to share linguistic/cultural knowledge. 
 Immersion in classroom activities and in the playground provides plentiful 

opportunities for the child to engage in speaking and listening and is positively 
encouraged by staff, who make a conscious effort to support pupils. 

 
4.2 Years 7 - 11 
Learning opportunities for pupils in Years 7 to 11 include: 

 Providing opportunities for the pupils to engage in speaking and listening activities 
with their peers and teachers. 

 Offering a weekly EAL Chat Club for pupils to improve their oral skills. 
 Offering French-speaking pupils the opportunity to follow the French curriculum 

through the FECP. 
 Providing additional EAL learning support from our ELD if appropriate. 
 Preparing pupils for the IGCSE in English as a Second Language, where required. 
 Preparing pupils for B2 First for Schools (Cambridge English Qualification), where 

required. 



 

 

 Immersion in classroom activities and in the playground provides plentiful 
opportunities for the pupil to engage in speaking and listening and is positively 
encouraged by staff, who make a conscious effort to support pupils. 

 
       4.3   Sixth Form 
       Learning opportunities for students in the Sixth Form include: 

 Providing additional EAL learning support from our ELD if appropriate. 
 Preparing students for Higher Education by offering lessons in IELTS preparation.  
 Running conversation classes to help learners with their spoken English (where need 

exists). 
 
5. Reviewing progress 
EAL pupils' progress is assessed, reviewed and tracked on a regular basis to ensure that they 
receive an appropriate level of support. As their English proficiency improves, the support is 
gradually reduced, to promote independent learning. Any additional special educational needs 
are met through appropriate provision. 
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